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1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bisA (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority 
other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66. lbis(b) that written 
opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA 
a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



0 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



m 

m 

GO 
H 

I 

03 
r~ 

m 

o 
o 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/JP 

Japan Patent Office 

3-4-3, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8915, Japan 


Authorized officer 


4J 


2940 


Nakagawa Junko 

Telephone No. +81-3-3581-1101 Ext. 3493 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PC T/JP 2 0 04/ 0 09242 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in 
which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 
, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

[ 1 in written format 

| [ in computer readable form 



c. time of filing/furnishing 

| j contained in the international application as filed. 

j ] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. [ j In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 

filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-15 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 15 YES 

Claims 1-14 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-15 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document UP 2001-096151 A (Nippon Shokubai Co., Ltd.) 2001.04.10 
Document 2.JP 2001-098170 A (Nippon Shokubai Co., Ltd.) 2001.04.10 

The subject matter of claim 1-14 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view 
of the document 1 cited in the ISR and the document 2 cited in the same. 

D1 discloses a water absorbent resin composition consisting of a particulate water 
absorbent resin, and a multivalent metal component. 

The particulate water absorbent resin which is regarded to fall within the definition 'a 
particulate water absorbent resin (A) 1 in the present Claim 1 appears to be known from 
D2. 

In view of the description of D2, the skilled person would regard it as a normal option to 
include that the particulate water absorbent resin being cross-linked in a vicinity of a 
surface of the water absorbent resin instead of the particulate water absorbent resin in 
D1 in order to solve the problem posed. 

Changing steps in the method for producing a water absorbent resin composition is 
perceived that a person skilled in the art could have easily made the invention. 

The subject matter of claim 1 5 is neither disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 
ISR nor obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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relating to all earlier application(s) whose priority is claimed. Unless otherwise indicated by the letters "NR", in the 
right-hand column or by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, the priority document concerned was submitted or 
transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1 (a) or (b). 

2. (If applicable) The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which , on the date of mailing 
of this Form , had not yet been received by the International Bureau under Rule 17.1(a) or (b). Where, under Rule 17.1(a) , the 
priority document must be submitted by the applicant to the receiving Office or the International Bureau, but the applicant 
fails to submit the priority document within the applicable time limit under that Rule, the attention of the applicant is directed 
to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the 
applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is 
reasonable under the circumstances. 
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was received after the time limit prescribed in Rule 1 7.1 (a) or the request to prepare and transmit the priority document was 
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not furnished in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b), the International Bureau will nevertheless transmit a copy of the 
document to the designated Offices, for their consideration. In case such a copy is not accepted by the designated Office 
as priority document, Rule 17.1(c) provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before 
giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit 
which is reasonable under the circumstances. 
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